CHAPTER VII
The Fall of the Ottoman Empire ; Release,
1918
AS is ever the way with the Turks, they now
swung to the other extreme, and our treat-
ment became as liberal as it had before been
stringent. I was made staff-officer of the camp. Maz-
lum Bey was put under arrest with all his officers. To
complete the picture, the sergeant of the guard, having
no officer to whom to apply, as they were all in prison,
and being quite bewildered, came to me for his day's
orders. These I gave to him written out laboriously
in my crude Turkish. Mazlum was tried for his foul-
ness, and on the court I was the prosecutor and inter-
preter. Such was the humour of the situation.
We were given more liberty. At times we got opportu-
nities to talk to some of our men imprisoned in another
part of the town. We learnt the details of their march
up and how all across the Mesopotamian plains and in
the unorganized camps both British and Indians had
died by the thousand. It appeared that hopeless ineffi-
ciency and callousness of human life was the main causes,
while deliberate calculated cruelty was rare. The Turks
had treated our worn and starved and diseased soldiers
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